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KEVIN MC ALLISTER: This is Kevin 

McAllister from the Bureau of Administration. 

It's October 3, 2001, 1224 hours. We are in 

room 8E13 at headquarters and we are speaking 

with Paramedic James Murphy from the office 

of medical affairs. | am joined by -- 

MR. DANIEL: Patrick Daniel, Fire 

Marshal. 

MR. STARACE: Michael Starace, Fire 

Marshal. 

KEVIN MC ALLISTER: And James Murphy is 
with us. 
MR. MURPHY: James Murphy, Paramedic. 
BY MR. MC ALLISTER: 

Q. Mr. Murphy, we are going to draw your 
attention to September 11, 2001, and | would like to 
get your recollections of the event of that day. 

A. | was here in the office and someone came 
down the hall. | think they got one of the group 
pages that there was a job at the World Trade Center 
and we looked in the computer in the CAD system and 
saw that there was one, an aircraft incident at the 
World Trade Center, and then we heard yelling from 


the office of public information, so we all ran down 
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there. Because we knew the televisions were there. 
And we saw that something had happened to the World 
Trade Center. A couple of people from the office, 
two of the doctors and one of the medics, took off 
right away and the rest of us sort of stayed around 
getting ready to do whatever. And we ended up 
preparing to go get an ambulance. 

We left here, went to Cumberland, got equipment 
that belonged to one of the guys that worked here 
who couldn't go out and then went to Woodhull 
Hospital and got a ambulance and responded from 
Woodhull Hospital with the ambulance. 

When we went across the bridge, it was the last 
time we saw the towers. We went across the 
Manhattan Bridge and they were both still standing. 
We went across, | think, Canal Street. 

Q. Were both of the towers burning at that 
time? 

A. Both towers were burning at that time. We 
didn't leave until after the second plane hit. By 
the time we got through traffic to Woodhull to get 
the ambulance, I'm not -- the timing on that I'm not 
sure. The only timing | really know is that we 


arrived between the time the first tower fell and 
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the time the second tower fell somewhere on 

Broadway, around City Hall and | don't remember 

whether it was at the junction of Park Row and 

Broadway or higher. | know Warren Street is there 

somewhere. Whether that was the first place we 

stopped or whether that was where we actually ended 

up stopping, | don't know. 

We went across Canal Street and then | went and 
turned and went down Broadway. We were heading into 
the staging area, which | believe was like on Church 
Street, somewhere around there, and -- 

Q. Do you have any idea what time it was at 
that point? 

A. No. We had the radios on in the 
ambulance, but we didn't hear anything about the 
buildings collapsing because the siren was on. The 
truck was not the newest or the quietest thing in 
the fleet, so we couldn't really hear the radios 
that well. 

We turned down Broadway and as we got 
down in the City Hall area, there were people 
running everywhere and a lot of smoke and dust. We 
really weren't sure what it was. Which sort of 


surprised us, because the last thing we saw was the 
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smoke was really up high. 


We saw, then, an EMS Captain, Janis 
Olszewski, standing in the middle of the street 
covered with dust waving at us. That's where I'm 
not sure where we stopped with her. 

Q. Somewhere on Broadway? 

A. Somewhere on Broadway, around City Hall. 
And whether it was up by Warren Street or farther 
down, I'm not really sure. | just know that Warren 
street was involved in our stopping at one point. 

We started treating some people at that point 
as they were running by. It was mostly like eye 
injuries from the flying debris. People were 
covered and they were having trouble breathing. 
Then We did hear a report that the second tower was 
starting to collapse and the Captain who was with us 
said, "Let's get out of here." Because she had 
heard the rumble then. It had reached us and we 
turned and started running and then | realized that 
| could drive a lot faster than | could run, so we 
grabbed the truck and | grabbed everybody else that 
| was with. 

That's when I'm not sure where the stop came. 


Whether | stopped first at Warren and then we went 
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on, but the Captain just kept going, kept going. | 
know we didn't stop running until Canal Street. 

Q. What did you observe at that point while 
you were running and what was the state of the 
street, if you recall? 

A. More people running, lots of people. The 
dust cloudy saw sort of in the mirror, the second 
one, as it was coming down. But | was too busy 
trying to avoid hitting the people that were running 
in the street. 

When we finally stopped to start treating 
people, we decided -- the Captain felt safe and we 
decided we would go as far as she was, because she 
was obviously under the first one when it came down. 
She was a little, you Know, a little, | guess, 
stressed. | don't know a better way to put it. 

When she finally felt comfortable, we stopped and 
started setting up. 

We ran into two EMT's and I'm not sure whether 
it was before we left or after, who had been at the 
staging area and had to run from their ambulances 
that had patients in them. Which was not good for 
them. It wasn't good for us to hear it either. But 


they started helping us to treat people at the 
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scene. Again, it was very minor stuff, because 
nobody got to us that was pretty badly hurt. 

Q. The other EMT's you ran into left 
ambulances with patients in the back near the 
collapse? 

A. Yes. I'm not sure where those ambulances 
were. They ended up going a different way than us 
afterwards. Oh, because we had the Captain. They 
told her to report to the command post, so those 


EMT's stayed with ambulances that were staging 


somewhere else and we responded to the command post 


with that Captain. is 
——EEE>E>E>E>E SSS 
a 
Q. Which Chief? 
A. Mittleman is 
ee 273 then 


went back to the command post and ended up at 
Chelsea staging. 

Q. Where was the command post that you are 
referring to? 

A. It was -- | don't even remember where we 
went. It was on West Street somewhere. It was on 


West Street somewhere. 
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Q. Was it north of Chambers? 

A. Yes. At that point we didn't get anywhere 
back down there until -- | didn't get back down that 
way until the next day. We stayed up at the 
Chelsea -- the Chelsea Piers, and the three of us 
got assigned to do various things there: Assist the 
doctor who was there in setting up the hospital, in 
arranging which doctors and nurses were going to 
work in which areas. Because they set up a whole 
hospital in the Chelsea Piers and we had various 
tasks of organizing the medical assistance and stuff 
like that. 

That was it until | went back the next day with 
the doctor. We actually started walking around the 
site and looking at what was going on. Telling 
people that they should put their masks on and that 
kind of stuff. That filled up the whole next week 
pretty much. 

Q. Any other recollections about the date of 
the incident? Anything you might have seen that you 
recall? Any people you might have run into that you 
recall? 

A. | know by the end of the first night -- 


well, by 10:00 o'clock the first night we had heard 
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that all of the people from our office were safe, 
but that some of them, like the doctors, had lost 
things like their glasses. Dr. Cherson was working 
at the ferry terminal without his glasses and he 
can't see. He's like me. | have contacts on. He 
had lost his glasses so we don't know how he was 
working, but he was. But everybody from our office 
was Okay and then we had heard that there were 
hundreds of firefighters trapped and it was just -- 
everybody was -- you know, and then you started 
seeing people from the outer areas. We wondered how 
they got there so fast. You know, some of these 
guys were covered in dust and going back in again. 
The first hour went so fast for us. It didn't 
seem, because we had to get from here to the place 
and then back again. We didn't realize that it had 
taken so long. It was just like moments, it felt, 
from the time we left here to the time we were 
running from the second building coming down. We 
didn't even know the first one came down. We had no 
idea when we pulled up that that's what that was. 
Q. So it was still burning when you were in 
Brooklyn? 


A. When we came over the Manhattan Bridge, 
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you could clearly see both towers standing there 
burning. 

Q. Anything else? Radio transmissions that 
you recall? 

A. No. We took -- we had radios from here 
with pretty bad batteries. That was on our 
portables. But the truck radio, we got a truck 
from -- the actual vehicle radio wasn't very loud 
and the truck was really loud, and the siren, so | 
didn't hear. I'm sure there was a transmission 
about the first building coming down, but we never 
heard it. And there were three of us in the truck 
listening to the radio and none of us ever heard it. 
The first we knew was when Captain Olszewski told us 
that one of the towers had fallen. That was the 
first we heard. 

Then just before the second tower came down we 
heard a radio transmission about the second tower is 
falling. And then the Captain heard the rumbling. 
We all heard it, but she recognized it for what it 
was and told us, "Let's get the hell out of here." 
Because she heard the first one coming down. We 
never heard that one come down. 


Q. Was it a distant rumble or was it really 
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loud? 


A. It started off distant and got loud and 
then as we started running the sound sort of 
disappeared in the background with all the other 
stuff that | was doing and the sound of the 
ambulance Engine as | started driving. 

Q. Did the cloud of debris ever catch up with 
you or were you far enough? 

A. No. Never caught us. That's why I'm 
thinking that maybe we never got any farther than 
Warren Street. Tracey and Dee -- we don't know -- 
we were talking about it and we couldn't figure out 
whether we stopped farther down or whether we 
stopped at Warren Street. We are just not sure 
whether we got any farther down. 

The one thing | do remember is after we stopped 
running, people were actually -- one guy passed us. 
Everybody was offering us food, drink. We were 
sitting treating people and some guy ran past us 
with three knapsacks. One on his back, one on his 
chest and one on his hand and he stopped and handed 
everybody a bottle of water in the ambulance and 
continued on. We could see the dust cloud and he 


just ran in with bottles of water. 
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Q. A civilian or -- 


A. A civilian. Other people who were walking 
away said, he said, "I brought my lunch for work but 
obviously I'm not going to be working today. Would 
you like it?" People were offering us stuff all 
over the place. 

A city sheriff came over to us and said, "Do 
you guys need water to treat people?" We said yes, 
because we only had the little bottled water in the 
truck and we knew that wasn't going to last very 
long. The next thing we know, there is a city 
sheriff and two other guys with 5-gallon jugs, 
probably from -- it said "Poland Spring" on it so it 
must have been a Poland Spring truck. | guess the 
guy just opened the doors and started giving it out 
to people. We had huge bottles of water in the 
truck to rinse people off. 

Then people wanted to rinse their mouth out. 
You can't keep having them all put their mouth on 
the same thing. Then | went to a little -- a little 
tiny, hole-in-the-wall deli and asked the guy for a 
couple of cups and the guy comes out and gives me a 
whole case of cups. It's gotta cut huge into his 


profit margin, but he didn't care. He just gave me 
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a whole bunch. So then we started giving sleeves of 
cups to the ambulances that were sitting there. 
Then we moved on. That's actually before we moved 
to the command post. 

Captain Olszewski had to actually go into a 
store and use a phone, because all of our cell 
phones were dead. | guess there was just so much 
going on on the radio that she decided not to use 
the radio, just to call somebody. I'm not sure who 
she called, but then she said, "You gotta take me to 
the command post." 

Q. Any other recollections? 

A. No. 

KEVIN MC ALLISTER: Thank you very much. 


Interview concluded at 1237 hours on 


October 3, 2001. 
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